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Ccmmzntar% - VIPERS is the method we use to teach reading comprehension skills to pupils through a discrete daily reading lesson (throughout KS2 and
durkng the summer term 0% Y2). The %nnu/s texts used in sessions are prﬁgrz/ssu\rzbé matched to appropriole age ranges b,lal /szhz)ctuu} relesant
book studies or bx& using a lexile anah&z&zr' to consider a numhber 0% dﬁactor& aniudLng technical languagz.

- The word VIPERS is a mnemonic for the main areos associated writh rzadlng camprzhzn/sLan writhin the National Curriculum. VIPERS has
slightly different meanings hetween KSI and KS2 wrhich are detailed below: KSl: Vocahulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, Retriesal and Sequence
KS2: \/ocabularg, Indﬁzrzncz, Predict, E/xpl.a‘u\, Retriesal and Summarise
“We use Word Aware' as a /supplzmzntar% appruad’x to the tz,a,chin,g of Ara,cahulam& writhin discrete rz,adin,g sessions and ihrcughgui the
wrider curriculum.
Ki’JJ ‘Red: Two-year ohjective.
+Blue: Newr ohjective.
Year/VIPERS Vucahular% In#zrnncz Prediction Eﬁpluln Retriene Sﬂ,q uence
EYFS . To build up To bzgu\ to To anticipate J{z% To describe main To bzgxn to be
,vom:abulaly that understand ‘.u;h;zf erents and phra/_.z/_. story settings, aAMrare g{ the JIngewn
rz{lzct& the breadth and ‘how’ in Hu&mz/s and envents and stories are
of their questions. stories. To suggest principal structired.
2IXpRoriences. To answer ‘how' howr a story mu‘;ht characters. To ({Uu:rw‘ a story
. To extend and lwh%‘ questions end. without pictures or
/vucahulary, about their props.
)ZA.P)Z/CLXILL% b.lat ZMPJ&J‘XZJ’\.CJ&«S «',U’\/d Ln
grouping and response to stories
namxn,g’ EIXPLUTLI\Q or EMZI\/t/S
the meaning and
sounds of new
WO Id/e.
L4 TC use MO’/C/JJ.LULUJ‘%
and forms of
speech that are
u’\cr/za&x;\gl}é
utﬂuznczd hy their
)Z/Xlr).l&fkk‘l’\.ﬂllﬁ 0’{'
EYES Samplz . What does this (Luuku’\g at the What might happen What did Yo %Li’\d Can Yo order these
Question Stems word mean? pu:tur,e/s) What at the end n% the out? parts O,A: the /stnrg'?
mx,ght i‘.Juué be /stnr%'? What can You see What happznzd
feeling? How do you What might happen on the front comer? first, next..?
knour? in the story?
° What mught happen
next?




Year/VIPERS VacahuluL% In#szncz Prediction qu;luln Retriene qu uence
Year | Duscuzssuxg word Duscu/ssuxg the Pr/zdxctuxg what To deselop their To retell %amLLJ.ar
meanings, linking new significance of the might happen on knowledge of stories orally.
meanings to those title and erents the basis of what retriesal through To sequence the
ﬂlrlﬂdl?, k[\ﬂwn mﬂkln% Ln{ﬂrﬂnﬂﬂ/& hﬂ& h»@ﬂn r»@ﬂd Ao Lmag/&&, ﬂ/\/’ﬁn/t/s U% a /S,,tﬂrl?,
on the basis of far. they are familiar
what is being said writh.
ﬂnd dDI\A&.
DE/\/“ELD',P,A.“%
inference through
use njf pictures.
Year | Samplp_ What does the word.. Whl& WA Look at the book Wheo is your What kind u{ text Can Yo numhber
Question Stems | o mean in this feeling. ... ? comer/blurk -urhat fanvourite is this? these envents -5 in
sentence? Why did do you think this character? Why? Whe did...7 the order that they
Find and copy a word happen? book will be Why do you think Where did...? happened?
which means .. Why did... say .. ? about? all the main When did...7 What happened
c What does this smrord Can you explain What do you think characters are What happened after ..?
or phrase tell you why will happen next? girls in this book? awrhen..? What was the first
about ... ? What do you think What makes you Would you Like to Why did ... thing that happened
Which word in this the author intended think this? Lire in this happen? in the story?
section do you think is when they said..? Hour does the setting? Why/why Hour did ? Can you summarise

the most important?
Why?

Which of the words
best describes the
character/setting/mood
2te?

Can you think of any
other words the
author could hase
used to describe this?
Why do you think

is repeated in this

section?

Howr does make

you feel?

choice of character
or setting affect
what will happen
next?

What ie happening?
What do you think
happened bhefore?
What do you think
will happen after?
What do you think
the last paragraph
suggests? What
will happen next?

not?

Is there anything
you would change
about this story?
Do you Like this
temt? What do you
like about it?

How many.. ?

in a sentence the
opening/middle/end
of the story?

In wrhat order do
these chapter
headings come in
the story?
Sequence the key

2esrents in the story.




Vocabulary

Inference

Dreoiligy

Explain

Retriese

Summarise

Year 2

Discussing and
LJ.D.TL{AJLI\% the
meanings of words,
Linking new meanings
to known vocabulary,
DL&,LA,L&,/;U\Q their
forvourite words and

Phra&z&,

Mﬂkln% Ln{ﬂrﬂnﬂl&
on the basis n%
what is being said
and done
Ansuwering and

a&ku’\g G2 tions

Przdu:txng wrhat
nght happzn on
the basis of what

has been read so

%ar.

El)(;P,l.OA.n ﬂﬂd
discuss their
understanding of
books, poems and
other material,
both those that
they listen to and
those that they
read for

themselves

A/&kxng d!\d
OJ’\/S,MI’ETA.I\%
rekriesal

questions.

To discuss the
sequence of events
in books and how
items of
xn{grmatxﬂn are

related.

Ylﬂ[ 2 Samglz

Question Stems

What does the word..
...... mean in this
sentence?

Find and copy a word
wrhich means ...
What does this smrord
or phrase tell you
about ... ?

Which mwrord in this
section do you think is
the most important?
Why?

Which of the words
best describes the
character/setting/mood
2tc? Can you think of
any other words the
author could harve
used to describe this? -
Why do you think ...
is repeated in this

section?

What do you think

the author intended

when they said...?
Howr does make

you feel?

Lock at the book
cowmer/blurb -what
do you think this
book will be
about?

What do you think
will happen next?
What makes you
think this?

How does the
choice of character
or setting affect
what will happen
next?

What is
happening? What
do you think
happened bhefore?
What do you think
will happen after?
What do you think
the last paragraph
suggests? What
will happen next?

Who is your
forourite
character? Why?
Why do you think
all the main
characters are
girls in this book?
Would you Like to
Lisre in this
setting? Why/urhy
not?

Is there anything
you mrould change
about this story?
Do you Like this
text? What do you
like about it?

What kind of text
is this?

How many.?

Can you number
these erents 1-5in
the order that they
happened?

What happened

What was the first
thing that happened
in the story?

Can you summarise
in a sentence the
upﬂ,r\u\g/mxddlz/and
of the story?

In what order do
these chapter
hzod).mg/s Lome in
the story?

What are the key
erents in the story?
Can you sequence
them in relation to..
chronology,
importance or
character

involvement?




Vecabulary

Inference

Predicl

Explain

Retrienve

Summarise
(Segquence)

Year 3

Using dictionaries to
check the meaning of
words that they have

read.

To ask and answer
guestions
appruprxatzhj.
including some
simple inference
questions based
on characters’
feelings, thoughts

and motives.

To Juﬁb,%%
predictions using
envidence {ram the

text.

DL/SLM/S/S,LI‘L% AA;[)'rd/S
and phrases that
capture the
reader’s interest
and imaglnation
Idznt;%yxng howr
Languagﬁ‘
structure, and
presentation
contribute to

MeOning.

To retriese and
record information

from a fiction text.

Idzntx%yxng main
ideas drawn from
more than one
paragraph and

summarising these.

YZD.] 3 Sﬂm{;ll

Question Stems

What deo the words ..
and... suggest about
the character, setting
and mood?

Which word tells you
that .. ? Which keywrord
tells you about the
character/setting/mood?
Find one word in the
text wrhich means..
Find and highlight the
word that is closest in
meaning to..

Find o word or phrase

wrhich /shcws//sugg/z&t/s

Find and copy a
group of words
which show that..
Howr do these
words make the
reader feel? Howr
does this
paragraph suggest
this?

Howmr do the
descriptions of
........ show that they
arz . ?

Howr can you tell
that ... ?

What impression
of e do you get
from these
paragraphs?
What moice might
these characters

use?

thinking when .7
Who is telling the
story?

From the corer
what do you think
this text is going
to be about?

What is happening
now? What
happened before
this? What will
happen after?
What doses this
paragraph suggest
will happen next?
What makes gou
think this?

Do you think the
choice of setting
will influence hour
the plot derxelops?
Do you think.. will
happen? Yes, no or
maybe? Explain
YOUr Ansurer Lsing
esidence from the

text

Why is the text
arranged in this
wray?

What structures
has the author
used?

What is the
purpose of this
temt feature?

Ls the use of ...
effective?

The mood of the
character changes
throughout the
text. Find and copy
the phrases which
shour this.

What is the
author's point of
wiew?

What effect does ..
hawse on the
audience?

How does the
author engage the
reader here?
Which words and
phrases did ...
effectively?
Which section was
the most
interesting or
execiting part?

How are these

sections Linked?

How would gou
describe this
story/text? What
genre is it? How do
you know?

How did..? Hour
often.? Who had..?
Wheo is..? Who did. ..
?

What happened to ?
What does ... do?

What can you learn
about ... from this
section?

Girve one zboampba
The story is told
from whose

perspective?

Can you number
these erents 1-5in
the order that they
happened?

What happened
after ..? What was
the first thing that
happened in the
story?

Can you summarise
in a sentence the
opening/middle/end
of the story?

In what order do
these erents come
in the chapter?




Year/VIPERS

Vocahula; #

II\#EJ LNCe

Prediction

E,N__glaln

Retriene

SEq Mence

Year &

Using dictionaries to
check the meaning of
words that they have

read.

To ask and answer
questions
appropriately,
including some
simple inference
questions based
on characters’
feelings, thoughts

and motirves.

To justify
predictions using
envidence {rnm the

temt.

Discussing words
and phrases that
caplure the
reader’s interest
and imagination
Identifying how
Lﬂnguﬂgﬂ.
structure, and
presentation
contribute to

meaning

To retriesz and
record information

from a fiction text.

Identifying main
ideas drawn from
more than one

Aummarising these.

YED.] 4» Samglz

Question Stems

What do the words

..... and... suggest about
the character, setting
and mood?

Which word tells you
that .. ?

Which keyuword tells
you about the
character/setting/mood?
Find one word in the
text wrhich means..
Find and highlight the
word that is closest in
meaning to

Find a word or phrase

which shows/suggests

group of words
which showr that..
How do these
words make the
reader feel? Howr
does this
paragraph suggest
this?

How do the
descriptions of
shour that they

aAre . ?

How can you tell
that ... ?

What impression
of do you get
from these
paragraphs?
What moice might
these characters
use?

What was .
thinking when .7
Who is telling the
story?

From the comer
what do you think
this text is going
to be about?

What is happening
now? What
happened before
this? What will
happen after?
What does this
paragraph suggest
will happen next?
What makes you
think this?

Do you think the
choice of setting
will influence hour
the plot develops?
Do you think.. urill
happen? Yes, no or
maybe? Explain
HOUF ANSM LS UsLNG
esidence from the
temt.

Why is the text
arranged in this
wray?

What structures
hos the autheor
used?

What is the
purpose of this
temt feature?

Ls the use of ..
effective?

The mood of the
character changes
throughout the
text. Find and copy
the phrases which
shour this.

What is the
author's point of
riew?

What effect does ...
hawse on the
audience? Hour
doses the anthor
engage the reader
here? Which words
and phrases did ...
effectively? Which
section was the
most interesting or
exciting part? Hour

ore these sections

linked?

describe this
story/text? What
genre is it? How do
you know?

How did..? Hour
often..? Who had..?
Wheo is..? Who did. ?
What happened to ?
What does ... do?

What can you learn
about ... from this
section?

Ginve one 2 Jxampi_z

The story is told
from whose
perspective?

these erents 1-5in
the order that they
happened?

What happened
after ..? What was
the first thing that
happened in the
story?

Can you summarise
in a sentence the
opening/middle/end
of the story?

In wrhat order do
these esents come
in the chapter?




Year/VIPERS Vccahulurg Infzrzncf, Prediction Eo(_plain Retriese Summarise
Year 5 Vocabulary from Drawing Predicting what Tdentifying hour Retriesal to aid in . Swmmarising the

temtslurider curriculum.

Ln{ﬂrﬂnﬂ@/& /S,/U.A':J"L as
Ln{ﬁ,rrkﬂg
characters’
feelings, thoughts
and motisves from
their actions, and
justifying
inferences urith

envidence

mJ.ght happen L}run\
details stated and

wmplied.

language, structure
and presentation
contribute to
meaning.

Discuss and
exaluate how
authors use
Llanguage, including
flgurative
language,

co n/_.J.dzruue} the
impack on the
reader.

Explain and
discuss their
understanding of
what they have
read, including
through formal
presentations and

debates.

emplaining,
prediction and

inference

meailn Ldlﬂ& drﬂwn
from more than one
paragraph,
identifying key
details to support

the main ideas.

Question Stems

What do the words ...
and.. suggest about

the character, setting

and mood?

Which word tells you

that .. ?7
Which keywrord tells
you about the

character/setting/mood?

Find one srord in the

text which means..

Find and highlight the

word that is closest in

meaning £o..

Find a word or phra/si,

arhich /show&//suggi,/stzs

Find and copy a
group of words
urhich show that..
How do these
words make the
reader feel? How
does this
paragraph suggest
this?

How do the

descriptions of

How can you tell
that ... ?

What impression
o f do you get
from these

What yvoice might
these characters

use?

thinking when .. ?
Wheo is tzilxng the
story?

From the coser
what do you think
this text is going
to be about?

What is
happening now?
What happened
before this? What
will happen after?
What does this
paragraph suggest
will happen next?
What makes you
think this?

Do you think the
choice of setting
uridl in{lu/zncz how
the plot desmelops?
Do you think.. will
maybe? Explain
YOUr Ansurer using
envidence from the

temt.

Why is the text
arranged in this
wray?

What structures
hos the author
used?

What is the purpose
of this text
feature?

Is the use of ...
effective? The mood
of the character
changes throughout
the text. Find and
copy the phrases
srhich show this.
What is the
author's point of
wiew?

What effect does ...
hawse on the
Qudll[\[ﬂ?

How does the
author engage the

reader here?

Howr wrould you
describe this
story/text? What
genre is it? How do
you know?

Howr did..? Houwr
often.? Who had..?
Who is..? Wheo did.
.7 What happened
to ? What does...

What can you Llearn
about ... from this
section?

Gisre one example
The story is told
%rum WhU/SE

perepective?

Can you number
these erents 1-5in
the order that they
happened?

What happened
after ..? What was
the first thing that
happened in the
story?

Can you summarise
in a sentence the
opening/middle/end
of the story?

In what order do
these erents come
in the chapter?




Which words and
phrases did ...
2ffectively?

Which section was
the most
interesting/exciting
part?

How are these

sections Llinked?

Year/VIPERS Vccahulurg Infzrzncf, Prediction Eo(_plain Retriese quuzncz
Year 6 Vnrﬂbularg from Druwxng Przdx,ctuxg wrhat L:l;ant%«%xng howr Retriesnal to aid in Summau,sxng the
texts/urider curriculum. inferences such as might happen from language, structure emplaining, main ideas drawn
inferring details stated and and presentation predication and from more than one
characters’ implied. contribute to inference. paragraph,

feelings, thoughts
and motives from
their actions, and
justifying
inferences writh
envidence

To discuss how
A:J'\All UCtZ[/S, C}\ﬂngl&
/\lf\d AZMJ&J\UP
through texts by
drﬂu}'k,ﬁg
inferences based

on indirect clues.

meaning.
Discuss and
en-aluate hour
authors use
language, including
figurative
Language,
considering the
impact on the
reader Explain and
discuss their
understanding of
what they hawve
r»@ad, Lﬂ[i.udk[\g
through formal
presentations and
debates,

identifying key
details to support

the main ideas.

What do the words ..

and.. suggest about
the character, setting
and mood?

Which word tells you
that .. ?7

Which keywrord tells
you about the

character/setting/mood?

Find one word in the
text which means...

Find and highlight the

word that is closest in

meaning Lo .

Find a swrord or phrazsz

awrhich &huw&/&uggzst&

Find and copy a
group of words
urhich show that..
How do these
words make the
reader feel? How
does this
paragraph suggest
this?

How do the
deseriptions of

show that they

How can you tell
that ... ?
What impression

of do you get

From the cosmer
what do you think
this text is going
to be about?

What is happening
now? What
happened before
this? What will
happen a{i,@,r?
What does this
will happen next?
What makes you
think this?

Do you think the

choice of setting

Why is the text
arranged in this
wray?

What structures
has the author
used?

What is the purpose
of this text
feature?

Ls the use of ...
effectinve? The mood
of the character
changes throughout
the text. Find and
copy the phrases
srhich showr this.

Howr would you
describe this
story/text? What
genre is it? How do
you know?
Howr did..? Houwr
often..? Who had..?
Who is..? Wheo did.
?
What happened to ?
What does... do?

.? What

can Yo learn

about .. from this
section?

Giare one szamplz

Can you number
these errents 1-5in
the order that they
happened?

What happened
after .7

What was the first
thing that happened
in the story?

Can you summarise
in a sentence the
opening/middle/end
of the /stu“é’i

In what order do
these enents come

in the chapter?




from these
paragraphs?
What swoice might
these charocters

use?

thinking when .. ?
Wheo s telling the
story?

will influence howr
the Pint dzmzlup&?
Do Yo think.. will
happen? Yes, no or
maybe? Explain
YoM AnSWer Wslng
envidence from the
text.

What is the
author's point of
riew?

What effect does ...
hawve on the
ﬂud.‘.ﬂf\ﬂﬂ?

How does the
author engage the
reader here?

Which words and
phrases did ...
2ffectively?

Which section was
the most
interesting/exciting
part?

How are these

sections Linked?

The story is told
from urhose

perspectisve?




