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Ready
Spell

The Inportance of §pelling.

Teaching Ready Steady Spell is important as it
provides a structured, systematic approach with
clear progression that supports all learners. The
programme revisits key spelling rules regularly
to reinforce understanding and ensure long-term
refention. By integrating phonics and using
multi-sensory techniques, it helps children grasp
spelling patterns, build confidence and become
more independent writers. Its engaging format

supports literacy across the curriculum and
promotes consistent progress in both reading and

writing.
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At Parish Church of England Primary School, our English curriculum is designed to provide a
consistent, sequenced approach that immerses pupils in rich language and high-quality
literature. Through carefully selected texts and a curriculum informed by the Ready Steady
Write, Read, and Spell schemes, children are given meaningful opportunities to read and write
across a range of genres and for real audiences. Our focus on a text-led curriculum nurtures
creafivity, purpose, and confidence, enabling pupils to become fluent writers who write to
inform, persuade, and entertain. From early phonics through Read Write Inc., to discrete
reading and spelling instruction in KS2, our provision ensures progression, enjoyment, and a
deep understanding of the written word - with a clear consideration to all pupils securing
strong foundational knowledge.

Literacy ‘
|

At Parish Primary School, we believe that all our children can become fluent, confident and
competent spellers. We encourage our pupils to think and write creatively, be adventurous
with their use of language and to write with clear purpose and for pleasure. In order for these
aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils learn the knowledge and skills to spell
accurately. We want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for
learning spelling and to be able to apply their strategies when spelling words in their writing.
To ensure this happens we teach using Ready Steady Spell. This is a systematic spelling
programme which covers all the National Curriculum objectives in a cyclical way.
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e are adding vowel suffixes -ed, -ing, -er where the last letter of the r
is doubled.

Today we are adding the e suffix -ly.
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Evidencing learning during Ready Steady Spell
lessons involves reqgularly assessing children’s
understanding through spelling tests, written
activities, and verbal feedback. Children record their
written outcomes in a pupil booklet, providing a

clear record of their progress. This ongoing
assessment helps identify areas needing
reinforcement, inform future teaching, and celebrate
successes. Additionally, children are encouraged to
apply spelling rules and strategies when writing
across the curriculum, reinforcing their skills in a
variety of subjects and real-life contexts.
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Ready Steady Spell is a systematic, evidence-based spelling scheme
designed for Key Stage 1and 2 (Years 2-6) that aligns with the Writing
Framework and supports a consistent whole-school approach. Building
on phonics knowledge, it engages children and ensures long-term
progress through a cyclical curriculum that revisits key spelling
patterns regularly to embed learning. Lessons follow a clear four-step
routine: Revisit & Review, Teach, Practise & Apply. Children are
infroduced to seven practical strategies—such as Syll-a-beat and Rule
Rhyme—to help them find the most effective way to remember
spellings. Spellings are carefully linked to National Curriculum content,
helping children apply and reinforce spelling knowledge across
subjects. The lessons are inclusive, supporting all learners, including
those with additional needs or English as an additional language, and
are backed by extensive teacher training (including through Literacy
Counts) to ensure confident and consistent delivery.




Revisit & Review (2 mins)
In Key Stage 1 (Year 2), Ready Steady Spell builds on Wt Lot R
children’s strong phonics foundations once they are
ready, gradually introducing spelling rules and Teach (8 mins)
» Explain: Mew Learning & Strategy
patterns. The programme uses a clear, step-by-step « Explore: New Learning & Strategy
routine where each week focuses on a specific i R
spelling concept, supported by multisensory
activities like songs, rhymes and games to help Practise & Apply (10 mins)
children understand and remember the rules. Daily « Practise & Apply Strategy
sessions include guided practice, word sorting and o wiord Disaation
spelling tasks that increase in complexity over time. * Sentence Dictation
Children apply their spelling in writing activities to
reinforce learning, while reqular review and dictation
consolidate skills, ensuring steady progress

throughout the year.

The four-part teaching sequence is designed to
enable children to revisit prior learning as well as
acquire additional spellings linked to lesson
objective(s). The ability to apply these through
taught strategies at specific points of new learning
is an important and essential element of teaching.

In Key Stage 2 (Year 3-6), Ready Steady Spell builds on and extends
children's existing spelling knowledge. The programme follows a
structured weekly routine that infroduces more advanced spelling
rules and patterns. Lessons include focused teaching of spelling
strategies, multisensory activities and word investigations to deepen
understanding. Children engage in guided practice, spelling challenges
and are provided with opportunities to apply their learning in writing
tasks across the curriculum. Regular review, dictation and quizzes help
consolidate skills and track progress. This approach ensures continued
development of spelling accuracy, vocabulary and confidence
throughout Key Stage 2.

Exemplar Teaching Strategies
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If the root word ends in an -e, with a
consonant before it, just add a d.
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Teaching spelling helps build resilience

and perseverance by encouraging Teaching spelling can positively influence
children to keep trying, learn from children’s aspirations by building their Teaching spelling nurtures children’s
mistakes and improve through Teaching spelling supports children in confidence and sense of achievement. As curiosity by encouraging them to
consistent effort. As they tackle becoming articulate learners by improving children improve their spelling skills, they explore word patterns, rule rhymes
challenging words and patterns, their ability to recognise, understand and use feel more capable and motivated to tackle and lanauaae rules. It 'invi tes them
children develop a growth mindset, words accurately. Mastery of spelling helps challenges across subjects. This success to di 9 gh ° d " d
understanding that progress comes with chlldren com:mumcate th_elr ideas cleat:ly and fosters a growth mindset, encouraging 0 aiscover how w?r S a\:e orme
. ! . confidently in both writing and speaking. It h hiah Is and believe in thei and connected, including the
practice. This supports not only their them to set higher goals and believe In their . . .
strengthens vocabulary development, - . etymology and origins of words. This
literacy skills but also their confidence reinforces word patterns and deepens their ability to learn and succeed. Strong literacy )
P P : sas hands-on exploration makes
and determination in learning more understanding of language structure. This skills also open more opportunities for

broadly. foundation enables children to express future education and careers, helping learning engaging and sparks a
themselves precisely, enhancing their overall children to aspire to and envision a wider deeper interest in language,

literacy and communication skills, which are range of possibilities. inspiring children to ask questions
essential for becoming articulate learners. and uncover new meanings.

Teaching spelling supports British and
Christian values by encouraging
respect, responsibility and
perseverance. It promotes hard work,
integrity and kindness through

Teaching spelling supports good wellbeing
and health by building children’s confidence
and sense of achievement, which boosts
self-esteem and promotes positive mental
wellbeing. The structured routines and clear
goals reduce anxiety around learning,
creating a positive and supportive
environment. Encouraging perseverance
through challenges helps develop resilience
and emotional strength. Additionally,
engaging, multisensory spelling activities
foster enjoyment of learning.

The teaching of spelling builds on previous
learning by reqularly revisiting and
reinforcing spelling rules and patterns. Its
structured routine connects new words and
concepts to prior knowledge, helping

collaborative learning. Developing
clear communication also fosters
honesty and understanding, helping
children express themselves
thoughtfully.

consolidate skills over time. Additionally,
spelling is practiced across the curriculum,
allowing children to apply and deepen their
understanding in different subjects, which
promotes steady progress and greater
confidence.
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At Parish, staff CPD for Ready Steady Spell is a key priority to
ensure high-quality teaching of spelling and to embed strong
foundational literacy practices as part of a wider, whole-school
approach to literacy. To support this, Literacy Counts has been
in fo school to deliver up-to-date training, equipping staff with
the latest strategies and resources aligned with the Ready
Steady Spell programme. In addition, regular coaching cycles
are embedded into our CPD approach, allowing teachers to
reflect on practice, implement new techniques and receive
constructive feedback. Staff are also supported by the English
Lead through model lessons, team teaching and planning
support, ensuring consistent delivery and building confidence
in feaching spelling within the broader context of developing
literacy across the curriculum.

Ready Steady Spell is a structured and inclusive spelling programme designed
to support all learners. It follows a consistent weekly routine that includes the
infroduction of spelling rules, engaging practice activities, dictation and
opportunities to apply learning in writing. This predictable structure helps
build confidence and supports children with a range of learning needs,
including those with SEND and EAL. The programme uses multisensory
approaches to suit different learning styles and offers differentiated word
lists to ensure appropriate challenge and support for every child. Regular,
low-stakes assessments help track progress and inform teaching. By linking
spelling to real writing contexts, Ready Steady Spell supports children to
develop lasting skills in a meaningful way.

Spelling is crucial for strong foundations in literacy and cognitive development because it

strengthens connections between brain areas involved in thinking, memory, and motor
skills. It also improves fine motor skills, essential for other daily tasks and academic pursuits.

We ensure that our children have enough teaching and practice for them to become fluent in
foundational knowledge and skills, such as in handwriting and composing simple sentences
and complex tasks are not introduced too soon.
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