1. Gain a life-long enjoyment of reading and books.
2. Apply a knowledge of structured synthetic phonics to decode unfamiliar words We firmly believe that reading feeds children’s imagination

with increasing accuracy and speed; and opens a treasure house of wonder and joy for curious
3. Read accurately, fluently and with understanding;

4. Be able to read with expression, clarity and confidence;
5. Develop a good linguistic knowledge of vocabulary and grammar; both at home and at school.
6. Read and respond to a wide range of different types of texts;

1. Develop a deeper level of emotional intelligence and empathy;
8. Read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary imagination and gives everyone the opportunity to develop

education.

Our reading curriculum aims to provide children with a literacy-rich environment,

high quality texts and inspiring learning opportunities. With '‘Reading as the Beating books and at Parish CE Primary School, it is our belief that
Heart’, this will help our children to:

Central to learning is creating a life-long love of reading and

every member of our school community should be able to read
for pleasure and to a high standard.

young minds. We also believe that every child should be given
the tools to develop into an enthusiastic and confident reader
Reading improves language and vocabulary, inspires

and foster new interests.

Every child is taught a range of strategies to support their development to become a confident, committed and independent reader.

We plant the seeds of early reading through environmental sounds in Nursery. This then cumulatively builds to segmenting, blending and story-telling which then
grows across the Foundation stage and Key Stage 1 wherein Phonics is taught on a daily basis. Children are taught using the Read, Write, Inc programme. Once the
children have learnt how to read, they can then learn to comprehend and understand the text they are reading. Children are encouraged to use these strategies
independently to understand, enjoy and learn from a range of texts. Through this they will become fluent, expressive readers with the stamina to enjoy challenging
texts.

Our daily whole class reading lessons help to truly embed the key skills for successful reading and comprehension from Y2-Y6. This is informed by Ready Steady
Comprehension through carefully crafted units of work that are adapted to meet community needs. They empower our teachers to teach all aspects of word reading
and comprehension through high-quality fiction, nonfiction and poetry texts. Ready Steady Comprehension provides a clear teaching sequence to reading sessions

that explicitly teach reading skills and strategies in a cumulative way through evidence-based approaches.

'Book Talk' is also widely encouraged in class across subject areas which supports children to empathise with characters, share opinions and debate topics. This is
further supported by our book-based writing curriculum and subject reading spines.

Reading is truly at the Beating Heart
of all that we do! I am an avid reader
and really value how reading builds
the foundation for lifelong learning in
so many different ways. As a parent
of two young children, I love how
stories and books introduce new
ideas, worlds, and possibilities that
spark real curiosity in the youngest of
minds!
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Our reading culture ensures that reading is truly ‘The Beating Heart’ of all that is said and done.
_ This ensure that all pupils keep reading, reading is visible around the school, teachers are
influencers of reading, there are regular rewards and there is choice/motivation to read.

Please visit the ‘Early Reading Policy on a Page’ for in depth pedagogy around
the teaching of Early Reading. Once children can read fluently, the teaching
pedagogy follows this structure:

Step 1: Teacher Read
ary from the vehicle text is sh

Cultural capital visits, visitors and events - whether it's author visits, our celebration of World
Book Day or our termly visits to the local library - allow us to illustrate how Writing and
Reading is threaded through all aspects of life throughout differing occupations.

uestions.

Step 3: - g:‘n ren explore new vocal ulandv:ual:'l:ug;:d':n H H H
e e All pupils from Year 1to Year 6 are also Pupil Leaders. Each year, up to four children from each

class are selected to be Reading Leaders, alongside how reading is a central theme for all Pupil
Leaders.

Children begin listening to and joining in with stories, rhymes and poems. This is planned progressively across Nursery
to Year 1 (see Traditional Rhymes Progression Documents).

Our reading journey then continues with Phonics sessions. This begins with pre-phonic activities (e.g. environmental
sounds, clapping rhythms) and moves swiftly onto our Read Write Inc. programme. Children progress through our
phonic programme, until deemed fluent (see Progression Expectation Overview).

Once children progress from phonics, daily whole class reading lessons take place which ensure progression in all key
areas of reading: decoding, range of reading, familiarity with texts, poetry and performance, word meanings,
understanding, inference, prediction, authorial intent, non-fiction and discussing reading. This is taught using the
Ready Steady Comprehension scheme of work with progression within units that build on previous learning through a
structured teaching sequence. This explicitly teaches reading strategies and comprehension skills using high-quality
texts.



Qur Rainkow [oromiges in Reading.
[nfluence Agpiralions:

Ready Steady Comprehension by Literacy Counts
influences children's aspirations by exposing them to
a wide range of authors and genres, broadening their

horizons and inspiring a love for reading. Author visits
bring books to life, allowing children to connect with
the creative minds behind the stories. Visits to
libraries and bookshops foster a sense of ownership
over their reading choices, while becoming Reading
Leaders empowers children to share their passion for
books with peers. World Book Day events celebrate
literature in a fun and engaging way, further sparking
their imaginations. By introducing diverse authors,
the programme encourages children to see themselves
reflected in stories and dream bigger about their own
potential.

Our reading curriculum fosters resilience and
perseverance by encouraging young readers to tackle
aspirational texts at their own pace. Through a
structured, step-by-step approach, the programme
builds confidence as children gradually master new
skills, promoting a growth mindset. The rich plots and
diverse characters not only captivate the children’s
interests but also provide opportunities for reading
comprehension practice, teaching valuable lessons about
overcoming obstacles, empathy and perseverance. By
reinforcing comprehension skills, the programme helps
children persist through setbacks, develop a sense of
accomplishment, and understand that progress comes
with effort and practice. This nurtures resilience and the
determination to keep improving, even when faced with
challenges.

bure Curiosit

Articulale | earner:

Ready Steady Comprehension by Literacy Counts
nurtures children's curiosity by offering a diverse
range of up-to-date texts from a variety of genres,
sparking interest and exploration. Through
exposure to different authors, children are
encouraged to discover new voices and
perspectives. The programme also introduces a
range of reading strategies, helping children
develop skills to approach texts with confidence
and curiosity. By linking reading to the wider
curriculum, it shows children how books can deepen
their understanding of other subjects, making
learning more connected and engaging. This
approach fosters a natural curiosity to explore both
literature and the world around them.

Reading from the Earliest Years through to Year 6
helps to develop articulate learners by providing
regular fluency practice and encouraging reading
aloud, which helps children build confidence in
expressing themselves clearly. The curriculum
introduces a variety of reading strategies, from
decoding to inference, enabling children to engage

with texts more deeply. Opportunities for role play
and debate further encourage them to explore and
discuss different perspectives, enhancing their
ability to explain their thoughts and ideas carefully.
By referencing different texts in their discussions,
children learn to articulate their understanding with
precision, fostering stronger communication skills

Our reading curriculum helps develop British
and Christian values by promoting respect,
kindness and empathy through its diverse
range of texts. Stories often highlight themes
such as fairness, community, and helping
others, which align with core British values of
tolerance and respect for all. Christian values,
such as love, compassion, and forgiveness, are
woven into many of the books, encouraging
children to reflect on these principles in their
daily lives. By exposing children to stories that
emphasise moral lessons, the programme
helps them build a strong ethical foundation,
both personally and as members of society.

and critical thinking.

&nowéeq’% and Skilly-

Within reading lessons, teachers provide children with
opportunities to build on knowledge and skills by offering a
structured approach that gradually increases the complexity
of texts and reading strategies. Through a wide range of
diverse books, children develop both their reading
comprehension and critical thinking skills. The Ready Steady
Comprehension programme also introduces different reading

strategies, such as decoding, inference, and summarisation,
helping children deepen their understanding. By connecting
reading to other areas of the curriculum, Ready Steady
Comprehension reinforces knowledge and allows children to
apply their learning in various contexts. This continuous
progression helps children build a solid foundation of skills
that they can expand upon over time.

At Parish, staff promote good well-being and health by
nurturing a love of reading, giving children a positive
outlet and encouraging emotional growth. The Reading
curriculum encourages mindfulness through reflective
moments in stories, allowing children to pause and
think about their emotions and experiences. Spiritual
spotlight moments in the texts provide opportunities
for children to explore deeper values like kindness,
gratitude, and self-reflection. As children gain
confidence in their reading abilities, they also develop a
greater sense of self-assurance, which helps them
relate to others and navigate their world with more
resilience and empathy. This holisticapproach boosts
emotional well-being, helping children build inner
strength and a positive outlook.



[nclugive practice in Reading.

E%LS’ A W@feq/mcé of Learnm?,:

The foundations for reading are developed across the EYFS curriculum but specifically
within the areas of:

- Communication and Language

« Literacy

Reading is explicitly taught and developed in terms of Word Reading and Reading
Comprehension.

The reading strand is divided into two key areas: Word Reading (decoding unfamiliar
words and recognizing familiar ones) and Language Comprehension (understanding the
meaning of stories and conversations). Our effective teaching involves a multifaceted
approach including providing a rich literacy environment, reading to children daily,
fostering phonological awareness, teaching phonics, and encouraging conversations
about stories to develop vocabulary and a love for reading.

§lrong Foundaliong.

The 2024 Research Review, Strong Foundations in the First Years of
School, emphasises the importance of establishing firm foundations
to support all children's learning and development - reading is
central to this.

Key considerations include making knowledge explicit, designing
clear activities to build foundational skills, and implementing a
well-defined curriculum starting from the Early Years. Equity in

teaching is essential, ensuring that all learners have access to
quality reading education, with adult interaction playing a pivotal
role, particularly in fostering language development. Effective
teaching balances direct instruction and practice, while avoiding the
premature introduction of complex reading and writing tasks. High-
quality staff training and CPD is critical to equipping educators with
the tools needed to deliver impactful, inclusive teaching.

Our Reading curriculumis ‘inclusive by design.’ Teachers use appropriate
assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious for pupils identified
as having a SEND and ensure needs are met as identified through their pupil
passport. This is supported through use of our SEND Toolkit where individual
next steps are produced. Lessons are planned to address potential areas of
difficulty and to attempt to remove barriers to pupil achievement, with a core
focus on foundational knowledge and executive function. Teaching and
targeted support is weighted towards the ‘ready to progress’ statements and
fundamental knowledge stated through adaptive teaching.

Pupils are given additional support within Reading lessons dependent on their
individual needs with pupil learning dictated by 'stage not age.’ This can be
done on an individual or guided group basis and includes a wide range of
evidence-informed interventions.

Following our ‘Reading Progression Document’ any child identified as off track
in phonics receives daily 1:1 phonics interventions. These sessions are bespoke
to the child; Set 1, 2 or 3 phonics or building fluency. Across school, children
who are identified as within the bottom 20% of learners nationally are also
provided with bespoke support.




Wider Curricalum Congideralions in Reading:
ﬁ@)&@ ing.: Developing Culbural, Capial.

We promote cultural capital via reading by providing and
exposing our children to a range of texts, from different
genres, that have been written by authors from a wide range of
backgrounds. We spend time looking and learning about a

Children are provided with books to read at home that are matched primarily to their
current level of reading development. From the earliest years, this begins with
carefully matched Read Write Inc Phonics books that are allocated based on each
child’s half-termly Phonics Assessment. Once the children are ready to progress
from Read Write Inc, they will complete a PM Benchmarking Assessment. This
explicitly assesses children's instructional and independent reading levels using
unseen, meaningful texts. By providing accurately levelled fiction and non-fiction
texts ranging progressively from emergent levels to reading age 12, teachers can
rigorously access students' fluency and retelling strategies while determining their
comprehension within and beyond the text. Alongside this, all children are provided
with a further book to share and enjoy at home. These are carefully selected (often
from class libraries) to ensure that children are exposed to a range of traditional and

contemporary children’s literature.

range of authors and poets. We also provide a range of reading
experiences such as focus days, focus weeks and author visits.

High-quality texts (that both inspire and support knowledge
acquisition) have been expertly chosen across the curriculum .
using Mary Myatt’'s suggested considerations: Co mpre hension

All teaching staff have attended Literacy Counts training for Ready Steady Write,
Comprehension and Spelling.

- . . . In terms of phonics, class teachers assess their children every half term.
All staff across the partnership have received up to date Read Write Inc training in .
24/25 in addition to enhanced RWI package. They assess: knowledge of Set1,2,0r 3 sounds, blending and fluency. We

recognise every child is different and therefore the level of assessment
As part of LDST, extensive trust wide networking takes place through School matches the child's ability. Assessments are analysed and children are
Improvement Liverpool and curriculum networking teams, ensuring the latest regrouped. Phonics teachers receive assessments to familiarise themselves

curriculum updates and disseminated and implemented. This includes Early Years
centred upon strong foundations in the first years of school and reviews of both the
Reading and Writing Framework. Early Reading CPD is also at the heart of this.

with each child’s ability and prepare thoroughly for future sessions.

The assessments in Y2 and Y6 are in the form of the End of Key Stage
Internal to school, coaching cycles also regularly take place to show how to model an Assessments. The assessments for Y1, Y3, Y4 and Y5 have been produced

aspect of English or establishing best practice across year groups. _ by NFER. Information from tests from Y1-Y6 and are entered termly onto

Extensive ECT support programme takes place, with all aspects of English heavily Trust Data system for analysis and tracking. Formative assessment is also yand Pry

modelled and supported. .y . . . 2‘5"'% P
utilised to ensure children ‘keep up, not catch up’. & -

Regularly, Parish CE attends joint staff meetings with St James CE as part of the g %

partnership to collaborate and create a culture of continuous improvement. For children with a SEND, the SEND toolkit is also used to assess and ensure z, 2
small steps of progress are made. 55, ,f’

English Leader has completed an NPQ in Leading Literacy. €+ ua®
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