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INTRODUCTION

Childreny ares natural learners. They are constantly learning
and error, and, “haring as go” ab things. Children watchs what
adults do- and, therv act oub whab they hare seen. This role-play
learning. As o child’'s world, of experience expands, so- deeper
understandings are: constructed. Newr learming s always builk
Fromv a very early age childrery can be encouraged, to- enjoy,
books by sharing themv with, adults. The six-month old, child
who turmes the pages of o board, book is beginning to- beharme
like: @ reader. The adult carv build, upory this by giving support
and encouragement: By demonstrating how books work, talking
<ading

Children need, to- understand, this so that they, wills be: motinvated,
to read: Children can be encouraged, to- retells stories and, by,
foster arv enthusiasm for ands o positisve attitude to reading.
with, others. Irv our literate society, erwironmentals print



Children, therefore, become literate irv the same way as they
language users, children are reading for real purposes i a
meaningful, conbext.

CHILDREN LEARN TO READ BY READING

"

KEEP
CALM

AND

READ A
BOOK



CONTEXT

THE LITERATE ENVIRONMENT
“Childrerv should be WMW earliest stage to

Childrern need to- understand that there are: many, different
purposes for reading e.g. informationy pleasure and instruction.
and, irv the wider commmunity.

childrerv orv @ “prink walk” around, the neighbourhood; collecting
mdudmgnmwwﬂﬂvsynbd&and/wsom@mpnntedw




supporting visual images also have a powerful influence and,

erwironmental prink exg. streel names, large adamertisements,
Fwopdmgzs; shop/s&gn& notice boards etc. Imﬂws}\op&and/

supﬂ\max\ket&duldmsoomlﬁanmfoneoogmﬁe}ood&,sweet&

Children's awareness of print; must be; acknowledged and,
Irv this process, opportunities will arise for adults to- model,

“Pupils should: encounter arv erwironment v which they, are
cophon&nohmchldm&wuspapmbook&ojﬁ 6.
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WORKING TOGETHER

We belieame thab parents play a vital role irv helping their child
instance b is nolsy, we geb inferrupted and there s a lot going

ofu

We appreciate that parents hare many commitments and nob

CHOOSING BOOKS

At our school we use semeral reading schemes. We also have a
As the children are encouraged to- choose, they may bring
which they hawe reasd repeatedly (yow masy find that o very
to read independently). We will, help your child, to- select books.




We belieme that; childrerv should:

- Behave like readers

- Be confident

- Enjoy books

- Talk about books they hare read,

- Acquire o skilly which they will use throughout life

SUPPORTING THE INITIAL STAGES OF READING
DEVELOPMENT

WHAT CAN A PARENT DO TO HELP AT HOME?

o Try to choose a quiet time emery night with, your child,

o Lebt your child hold the book

e Poinb to the words as you read them

o Use the pictures as well; they serve as clues and there is
offery arv additionals story, iy them

o Allouwr plenty of time for discussion before yow turn over a
page. A valuable question st “What do- you think will
happerrend?”

o Let your child read the story to you afterwards; emen if
this s reciting by heart, or making the story, up from the
pictures. This s a very important stage.

o Remember that memorising s not cheating.



lbamopponmmhézﬁongowfonead/wamdamedzand}
agogﬂlﬂ@w%.DonothﬂmPahm

o Mok&compuﬁson&behueemwent&wthestomé/andmeab

e Discuss the text and exchange ideas and, feelings.

e ABOVE ALL - remembenr that: reading should be fury and
nota/b%toaﬁhowmngwond&ovbook&w&uldwm
reads

READING ALL THE TIME

mew@wmmWMAmm\@

- The local library,
- Shops in towny
.- The Internet
REMEMBER

Print ts alls around us. Emuﬁmﬁm@l&swm,wwmr\eadf
with, your child, e.g. signs irv the streel, labels irv the
supermarket, the TV page irvthe newspaper.

ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO READ EVERYTHING!



AS THE CHILD BECOMES A MORE CONFIDENT READER
It s still important to- read, withy your child exserv wherv they,
have become a more confident: reader.

CONTINUE TO SUPPORT AND GUIDE YOUR CHILD
Do not worry, if your child's reading s not word, perfect. If they
are making sense of the text, this does nob matter e.g. “house’
instead of “home’’, “Good dogs Spot” instead of “Good boy,
Spot’. It would matter, howener; if they read: “He gob on
read; more and, more as a result.
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SUPPORTING THE CONFIDENT READER

themselmes. The interaction betueen the parent; and, child,
changes ab this stage. To ensure thab the child's reading

The questions on pages 12 and, |3 will, prowvide ideas that you,

THE USBORNE ¢ HARRY
SPOTTER

and the Philosopber's Stone
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WHAT SORT OF THINGS DO I WRITE
IN THE READING DIARY?

Yw&ﬂd’&mdmgdwmmmmmmm
bdumﬂwhmmar@schoobaboubwdﬂdf&mding
progress. We value your comments and the opportunity to-
contact yow if we feel you, hament commented, irv o signed,
your child's reading diary for a while.

The following list ts not anv exhaustive list bub offers
&uld/’&r\eadmgzdxw\g. Ibwva\g/unpor\tarxtfomwnb@ﬂwtﬂw

Yow may want to- consider the following points when writing a
comment:

- Hour enthusiastic is the child, about the choice of books?

- Carvthe child remembenr the story so far?

- Is the child reading using only the pictures for clues?

meary something?
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- Carvthe child read words oubs of context e.g. wherv yous point
to @ word, withoub reading the whole sentence?

- Is the child, confident to- attempl new words?

- What reading strategies s your child using e.g. sounds, use of
- Carvthe child, follous the text without using a finger or
marker?

- Is there a pattern to the mistakes your child, is making e.gs
words ending, inv “ed” or starting v “sh’?

- Does the child, recognise mistakes and self correct?

- Is the child, recognising maruy key words?

- Is the child aware of punctuation?

- Is the child reading, with expression?

- Hour long, is the child, able to- sustairy reading?

Some examples of comments include:

It was o pleasure to listerv to- Jane read. She was able to
He spotted a fulls stopl

understanding.

Confused b’ and ‘d’ sounds at the beginning of the word,
senfence.
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e Paula used her phonics knouledge to help reads some
words.

o Recognised the exclamation markl

e Tends to mistake ‘sawr withy ‘was’

o Lowved the pictures and, we enjoyed, discussing them
together,

e Grandma was over the moon when she heard: Mary read!

e I amv delighted that his reading confidence is increasing
rv leaps and, bounds

o Read beautifully with lots of expression.

o Found the word ‘disintegrate’ challenging

e Anne really enjoyed this book, it reminded, her of the The
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch whichs we read as couple of
weeks ago:

o Predicting whaty would happer next proved challenging

o Darmid was totally absorbed, irv his reading

o Lucy was pleased that the book had: o happy ending,

QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN YOUR CHILD HAS CHOSEN

A BOOK
- What is the title of the books?
- What, kind of book ts 7 (Fictiony non fickion, poetry, short
story ek
- Who- e the author/Uustrator?
- Have yous read aruy other books by, the same author?
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- What made yow choose this book? (Author, comer, ilustration,
- Did yow read the blurb before selecting the book?

- Could, yow tell: anything about the, books before, yow started
reading 7 What were the clues?

- Have yow read this' books before’? Why, hame yow chosen i
again?

QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE THE CHILD BEGINS OR
RESUMES THE BOOK

- What has happened so far?

- What do yow think will happerv next?

- What are the clues thab make yow think this?

- Houwr would, yow like the story, to- end?

- Where is the story set? s there a description?

- When is the story seb? (Past, present, future)

- Who- are the characters in the story? Who do- yow
like/dislike? Whiy?

- Do yow feel similar to- aruy of the characters? Tell me whab s
similar?
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QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN YOUR CHILD HAS
FINISHED READING THE BOOK

- Was the book as yow expected?

- Ab what points dids yow decide youw liked/disliked the, story?
time?

- Did, you notice anything special about the way language is
used irvthis book? (Dialect; descriptive wiiting efc)

better?

- Has anything thal happens irv this book exer happened to
you?

story?

- Was this the most important character irv the, story?

- Do we geb to- know the characters quickly or do they build up
slowly throughv the, book?

- Was the ending as you expected? Did youw like the way the
story, ended?

- Do yow like the ilustrations? Do yow have o farourite?

- Would, yow recommend, this book to- your friends? Tell me
whab yow would say to o friend?
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IF READING BECOMES DIFFICULT AT HOME
ADVICE FOR PARENTS

Reading must be: enjoyed, to- gairy manimum benefit:

- Avolds confrontation

- Offer alternative reading material e.g. internet access,
encourage o love of language e.g. listerv to- audio books on
journeys, ab bedbime efc

e work together orv the infernel to- book o holiday, explore a
foothall team website etc
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